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laws so passed are duly enforced.   The judges
are not concerned with the morality of the law;
*                 j
their business is to administer the law as it
exists. If a decision of the highest court of
law brings out a defect, it is for Parliament to
alter the law. The courts cannot declare a law
to be void because it is defective. The su-
preme authority of Parliament is universally
accepted in English legal theory.
In a federal constitution the vesting in the
Supreme Court of the right to interpret the
constitution is a denial of the supremacy of the
Legislatures. The mere fact that a Legislature
has enacted a measure in due form is not con-
clusive with regard to its validity. The federal
court is entitled to declare as null and void any
law passed by any authority if it conflicts with
the constitution.
It must be stated, however, that the judicial
umpiring inseparable from a federal constitu-
tion is open to several grave objections. The
first and most important is that constitutional
developments occur insidiously. They do not
result from the conscious exercise of the popu-
lar will, but from the exploration of judicial
niceties. A harmless-looking decision of an
unimportant case may lead to an enlargement